Request to attend FIPS ’n’ Chips 2026
[Date]
Dear [Manager’s Name],
I request approval to attend FIPS ’n’ Chips 2026, the Crypto-V Alliance’s cryptographic module validation conference, on October 26–27 at The University of Texas at Austin (https://crypto-v.org/fnc2026/). The total estimated cost is [$___] for [number] workdays, including travel. The conference directly supports [Company Name]’s work on [relevant product, project, or security objective]. Attending would help us anticipate changing requirements, avoid validation rework, and plan our cryptographic product and security investments.
Inform our security priorities. Day 1 panels on post-quantum cryptography (PQC), entropy, and AI and cybersecurity address important issues on our technology roadmap, and a Day 2 talk by NIST’s Chris Celi covers PQC validation from standards to testing. I will identify practical implications for PQC migration, entropy assurance, and AI-related security risks, with particular attention to [company priority].
Hear CMVP leadership on ISO/IEC 19790:2025 adoption. On Day 2, Cryptographic Module Validation Program (CMVP) leaders from NIST and the Canadian Centre for Cyber Security (CCCS), including David Hawes, Kailai Chen, and Alex Calis, will hold a panel titled “ISO/IEC 19790:2025 Adoption is not a Drop-in Replacement.” I could ask about our implementation challenges and learn how the transition may affect our engineering plans, validation budgets, and product timelines.
Learn from peers and module specialists. Sessions on FIPS 140-3 validation practice include a talk on whether the testing and validation pipeline can keep pace with post-quantum migration. Industry peers and testing laboratories will attend, and a Day 1 networking dinner will let me compare approaches to shared challenges and build contacts who can help resolve future technical questions.
[IF APPLICABLE] Build team skills through targeted training. Day 2 includes a FIPS Beginner Training Track on the validation lifecycle, approved algorithms, and physical security requirements. By attending this Beginner Track, I will gain foundational knowledge about the FIPS 140-3 requirements, enabling me to provide a unique perspective as we tackle [company priority].
[IF APPLICABLE] Recognize our validation achievement. Having received a FIPS 140-3 certificate in 2026, our organization is eligible for a Crypto-V Alliance certificate of recognition, presented by CMVP leadership at the Day 1 award ceremony. Attending would let me accept the recognition on our team’s behalf and highlight our commitment to validated cryptography.
[IF APPLICABLE] Support certification renewal. Attendance may qualify for continuing professional education (CPE) or continuing education units (CEUs) toward maintaining certifications from ISC2, CompTIA, or ISACA, subject to each provider’s eligibility and reporting rules.
To increase the value beyond my attendance, I will prepare questions tied to our current projects and, within two weeks of returning, brief the team and circulate a short trip report with takeaways, recommended actions, and useful contacts.
Estimated costs (travel dates: [dates])
	Registration
	[$___]

	Travel and local transportation
	[$___]

	Lodging
	[$___]

	Meals and incidentals
	[$___]

	Total
	[$___]


As you know, transportation and lodging costs are time-sensitive, so I would appreciate a quick response. The investment will strengthen our internal expertise and help us resolve validation and security issues before they become costly project delays. Thank you for considering this request; I am happy to discuss it further.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Job Title / Department]
